


He was quite proud of the collection; apples, plums and oranges alike. The Thompsons had
attempted to plant a flower patch in the greenhouse but luck was not on their side, but the
deceitful dirt swallowed the flowers whole. The patch was now inhabited by black mondo
grass and bat orchids. Treading the mud-covered lawn, he ventured past the thick hedges;
the reflective house lay amongst them. Fog filled his eyes; the plants engulfed him as he
faded into the darkness. Night came and not a whisper was heard. Dew set on the
water-desperate plants. The gargoyles waited patiently for the rising sun, after which they
would wait some more.  The fountains ran dry through the thick of the moonlight. Vines
reached out to anything living, souls screeching for air, waiting in the anticipation of release.
Lovers, likewise,  always have a hold on you even after strangling the life out of you.

Edgar would not be mocking the apple trees the next day or any day after.

Katherine

Three years had passed since Edgar's disappearance.

A new family had moved in next door: a very tightly-knit group. Their youngest Katherine
took quite a liking to the Merritt after wandering into the midst of the maze by chance.

That same night she snuck out, past her older siblings and parents who were talking about
the latest disappearance

Little Katherine was oblivious of the topic. She continued out to the terrace where she had
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The escape

Footsteps rushed through the maze that frightful night. A parade was invited to accompany
her but she moved with anguish….

“Tranquillity” Edgar hummed,

“Ah yes, silence would be her assumed peace”, the woman sighed.

Everything went inaudible, her steps slowed and she was faced with herself. The most bright
reflection cast back on her. The faint whisper returned, she noticed the door open, and as
her feet took her around the garden she noticed how grotesque the plants became with age.
The voice hummed some more and she followed it all the way to a single orchid, it was
violet, she was reminded of her grandma who had since passed.

“Come closer dear,” the woman breathed.

Katherine skipped over to the sound not before tripping, laying in front of her in the dirt was a
pair of lips submerged within�圀 eet on�圀 utThe e tq耀d�耀  tp adeiMa

�U �Q �J �X � ��A0 �D�³ � �P �R �V �HP �J �H �W �� �H �Dð �L �S �V �� �S �V �K �H �� �Z � �P �O �G �� �E �H �H �W �Ü �� �K �H �� �V �RÀ �R �€ �L �H �� �� �I �c �K �H �HP �W �À �P �L �V �W �H ��° �H �U �� �L �P �H �� �0 �0 �0 �� �7 �0 �� �G ��ð �D �\ �F �E �T �F �L �W �� �I �T �\` �S �H€ �V �T �J �J �� �L �R ���7 ��x �W �� �R �S �V �� �V �XK �L �Q �� �V �K �H �� �E �H �H �R �S �W �R �H �� �E �E �X �C �E �O �H �V �K �H �R �I �� �O �L �U �� �W �P �R �Q �� �H �T° �H �U �� �L �R �Z � �P ��0 �V �K° �H �� �G �L �U �W�X �W �P �R �Q �� �� �F �L �P �U �� �L �P �H �� �0 �0 �D �Q �G �� �D �U �� �� �G#& �K �U �R �D �W �K �A �G �� �� �Z �€ �U �� �J �U �� �V �� �� �7 �# �H �W �K �U �� �V �RÀ �R ��€ �� �P � �H �� �Z � �B �� �V �X �� �H �� �0 �D �V�( �U �J �H �S �E �Q �G �� �V �K �L �S �V ��€ �G �V �H �V �XK �E �J �C �E �@ �2 �W ��€ �S �E �R �� �W �DÀ �W �K �G �� �` �H �G �� ���. �K �H �� �K �Z �D �V �� �U �B �W �� �E �R �H �� �E �H �� �K �� �W �� �� �J �� �Z � �W �� �W �R ��x �� �R�Q �� �V �K �� �K �E �� �� �G �CS �U �V �HÀ �S �K ��° ��0 �7 �K �H �� �� �� �� �G �� �0 �D�S �D �H �F �WÀ�\�E �J ���Z � �� �W�H ���K �R �D �X �F �WÀ�€ �U���E �H �R �X �T€� �K �H ���J �D �D �Q �@�H �R �I�� �W�K �H ���…�W�À�@�V �V �H0�E �[L�Q �S �H€�V �H�@�����( �K �H ���Y �RD�V ���H �R �I�� �O�K �U���V �R@�Q �Q �—W�H�R � �—W���E �A �R �Ü��� �R �H �Q ���€ �G ��� �R���K �H �P ��D�Q ���V �F �H �CÀ�F �J�R �K �� ���U�K �H ���I�D �U�G �H �Q ���V �B �P �J �¼�R �
 �¸ �W�Ó�W�K ���W�D �D �J �H ���S �%�K �G �� �d@�E �O�E�DÀ�Q �R �P�W� �Q �@�U�Ó��


